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O SAVIOR, REND THE HEAVENS WIDE LSB 355 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002060 Tune: Public domain 

Stand 

OPENING VERSICLES 

P:  This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C:  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 



P:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C:  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P:  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C:  Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

P:  Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C:  Make His paths straight. 

P:  Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 
righteousness. 

C:  Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 

P:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C:  the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE ISAIAH 12:2B–6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sit 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE  
P:  A reading from Isaiah, the fortieth chapter. 
 COMFORT FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
 that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
READING LUKE 1:5–25, 57–80 

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST FORETOLD 

 5In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named 
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they were both 
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and 



statutes of the Lord. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were advanced in years. 

 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division 
was on duty, 9according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen 
by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And the whole 
multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 
11And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw 
him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14And 
you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for 
he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong 
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s 
womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 
God, 17and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 

 18And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am 
an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19And the angel 
answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I 
was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20And 
behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these 
things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time.” 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and 
they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22And when he came 
out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and 
remained mute. 23And when his time of service was ended, he went to 
his home. 

 24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months 
she kept herself hidden, saying, 25“Thus the Lord has done for me in the 
days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.” 

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 
58And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59And on the eighth day they 
came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah 
after his father, 60but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called 
John.” 61And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this 
name.” 62And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted 
him to be called. 63And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 



name is John.” And they all wondered. 64And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. 65And fear 
came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about 
through all the hill country of Judea, 66and all who heard them laid them 
up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of 
the Lord was with him. 

ZECHARIAH’S PROPHECY 

 67And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied, saying, 
68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
70as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71that we should be saved from our enemies 
 and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
 and to remember his holy covenant, 
73the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
 74that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
 whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the 
wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY 
P:  Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch. 
C:  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P:  In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
C:  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 



P:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C:  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 

Stand 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 
You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 
maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                  Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen.   

Sit 



SING PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL LSB 936 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002060 Tune: 

Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING 

Stand 

PRAYER 
P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with 

all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray 

to the Lord: 



C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, 

and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed 

and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C:  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P:  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 
be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

P:  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take 
them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that 
You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT CANTICLE 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20A; 5:7B; ROMANS 6:9–11 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BLESSING 

P:  Let us bless the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

P:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 
C:  Amen. 
 



O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain Acknowledgments - Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book Unless 
otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created 
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 

✟  ✟  ✟ 

Advent 2 – December 11th – 7:00 pm 
Pastor Meyer – “Song of Mary” 
 


